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WELCOME & INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

    Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s 

children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we 

“pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this 

assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine. 

 

PRELUDE        “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”          Janet Linker 

Please take a moment to prepare your hearts and minds for worship. 

 

A TIME FOR CHILDREN                        Rev. Susan J. McCarthy 

Children are invited to come to the front of the nave for a time of worship and learning. This 

morning the children will assist with the Thanksgiving for Baptism. 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Those present may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader 

begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

A reading from the psalms: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory 

thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. O Lord, give strength to your people; give 

them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.                                                                      

(Psalm 29:3, 11) 

 

The leader addresses those who are gathered. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

The leader gives thanks, using the following prayer. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 

everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.  

Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you.  

You are the fountain of resurrection.  

Praise to you for your saving waters: 

Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. 

The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman 

washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 



 

 

Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your word that saves us in this sacrament. 

Breathe your spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. 

Wash away the sin within us and drown the evil around us. 

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Assembly singing may follow, especially song related to baptism. As a reminder of the gift of 

baptism, those present may be sprinkled with water during this time. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN       “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”   ELW 445 

 

The order concludes with this blessing. 

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 

and forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE      “Baptized in Water”           ELW 456 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed 

him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your 

service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

  



 

 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 43:1-7 

     Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They 

need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name 

now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and 

God loves them. 

 1 But now thus says the LORD, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, 

  he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the LORD your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 29 (read responsively) 

 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 



 

 

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory   

        thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7 The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the  

        forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11 O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

Here ends the Psalm. 

 

SECOND LESSON: Acts 8:14-17 

     Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was 

recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. 

Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 
     14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 

they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only 

been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on 

them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

    The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist 

insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And 

whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is 

God’s beloved Son. 
     15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, 

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

KIDS’ COOKIE BREAK 

Children are invited to the social hall for an activity and a snack.  

 

SERMON          Rev. Susan J. McCarthy 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY     “Crashing Waters at Creation”      ELW 455 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We come before God with praise and thanks to bring our concerns and seek God’s blessing. 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all 

of creation.                          A brief silence. 

 

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture all the 

baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in 

Global Mission and international congregations. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 



 

 

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas 

and oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it 

nourishes. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal 

and state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to 

serve all in need. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, or 

recovering from surgery, especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you 

now, pause. Accompany individuals and families affected by addiction or mental health 

challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on 

behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of all 

neighbors near and far. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us 

with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 

revealed among the people. 

Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Those gathered share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around them. This may be a 

handshake, a hug, a wave, a smile, etc. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

OFFERING    

Your offering here at Trinity is an act of worship. In discipleship we dedicate all of our 

selves to the Lord for his use in the world: our talents, our treasures, and our time. Thank 

you for your giving here as we seek to do God’s will together! (Offering plates may be found 

at either entrance to the worship space.) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING   “I’ve Just Come From the Fountain”    Spiritual 

 

*OFFERTORY     “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”      ELW 452 

(Verses 1-3) 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of 

the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let 

us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.   

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In him you have received us as 

your children, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us your Holy Spirit to guide us 

into all truth. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn:

 



 

 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, 

his dying and rising, and his promise to come again, 

we await that day when all the universe 

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this  

heavenly food, we may be light for the world, 

revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the  

Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*FRACTION AND INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

We believe Christ himself invites you to this holy meal. All believers are welcome to receive 

the sacrament at his table. Holy Communion will be served in a continuous flow. Please 

come forward to receive the bread and wine from the ministers. Also available are gluten 

free wafers, grape juice, and sealed pre-consecrated wafer/juice packets.  

 

*LAMB OF GOD     

 



 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   

“Shall We Gather at the River”   ELW 423 

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”   ELW 310 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  ELW 543 

 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING                                                                    

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.   

Amen. 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.   

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and 

healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send 

you in love. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE    “Crashing Waters at Creation”       David McCarthy 
 

 
Acknowledgements: Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
One License A-725803. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.  



 

 

Announcements 
To Serve God And His Church  

During The Coming Week 

 
Sunday…………….  10:30a.m.  Christian Education 
Sunday…………….  6:30p.m.  AA Meeting 
Monday…………… 6:00p.m.  Bible Study 
Monday…………… 6:30p.m.  Girl Scouts 
Tuesday…………… 5:00p.m.  Laundry Love 
Tuesday…………… 6:30p.m.  Good News & Brews 
Wednesday……….    8:30a.m.  Breakfast at Graybill’s 
Wednesday……….  10:00a.m.  Prayer Service 
Thursday……………. 6:00p.m.  Girl Scouts 
Thursday…………… 6:30p.m.  AA Meeting 
Saturday……………    Social Hall Reserved 
Sunday…………….. 8:15a.m.  Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday…………….  9:00a.m.  Worship Service 
 

Assisting in the Service Today: Assisting Minister:  Bob King; Lector: Amber Nickey; 

Communion Assistant: Violet Chidester; Ushers: Leon Leas, Rick & Anita Madsen; Altar 

Guild: Ruthann Bowen; Hymn Leader: Becky Rinehart; Cookie Break: Laura Ryder; 

Acolyte: Brody Moore. 

We welcome visitors – If you have questions during worship, feel free to ask the 

ushers in the back or anyone around you. We believe Christ 

himself invites us to His Table; all believers are invited to share in 

Holy Communion. If you’d like to join our mailing list, please fill out a visitors’ 

slip and place it in the offering plate or scan the QR code here. 

Blank Giving Envelopes are available in the pews if you need an envelope for giving 

contributions.

Offering Plates are located in the rear of the sanctuary and in the narthex (lobby) near the 

front entrance. Please make your giving your first or last act of worship today. Thank you 

for participating in Christ’s ministry here! 

Initial Offering Envelopes: We are very appreciative of any offering to Trinity! Please note 

that the initial offering envelope in your box of envelopes is designated to defer the cost of 

the giving envelopes. 



“Fill My Cup” Women’s Retreat @ St. 

Paul, Broadway, Hanover is 1/18/25. All 

women are invited from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m. on Saturday, January 18, 2025, for a 

day of learning, worship and fellowship.  

The speaker will be Eric Burns, proprietor 

of Merlin’s Coffee in Hanover.  Be ready 

to taste test some coffees!  Deacon Jan 

Davis will lead us in Bible study (please 

bring your own Bible), a craft and 

worship. Please bring a dessert to share if 

you are able.  Registration is $20.00 and is 

due TODAY.  Family and friends are 

welcome!   Contact Pastor Jan Davis for a 

registration form. 

The Discipleship Team is looking for a 

few volunteers to substitute as Sunday 

School teachers & help to plan for the 

future of Christian Education here at 

Trinity. Please let us know how you’d like 

to help! Reach out to Pastor Susan, Lisa 

Miller, or Joshlyn Sharrer for additional 

information. Thank you! 

Each of you must give as you have 

made up your mind, not regretfully or 

under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. -- 2Corinthians 9:7 

MANY THANKS to you for your generous 

support of our general operating expenses 

and ministries here at Trinity! Your 

prayerful participation in giving time, 

talent and treasure make Christ’s work 

possible here. Thank You!   

Use this QR code to donate 

today:  

 

Save the Date! for the next 

Family Retreat – March 21, 22, 23, 2025 

WELCA Pie Sale:  January 23 & 24 

WELCA will be making Shoo-fly and 

Cherry pies.  There is a sign-up sheet near 

the bulletin board. Proceeds will go to 

help with the bell tower repairs. 

Trinity’s Game Day!  Join us January 19, 

2025 from 2:00-4:00pm for a game day!   

Game day is for kids and adults.  Snacks 

and drinks will be served.  Bring board 

games, cards, or any game you like to 

play! 

Are you creative? Would you like to help 

us welcome guests who attend our weekly 

service? Then please consider helping us 

to make Guest Gift Bags. A handout with 

additional details is available on the table 

in the upstairs lobby (Narthex). There is 

also a sign-up sheet on the table—if you’d 

like to help, please sign your name to 

cover a month of this calendar year. We 

need someone to sign up for the month of 

January. If you have any questions, please 

contact the church office. 

Adopt a Homebound Disciple:  In this 

ministry, you can "adopt" those members 

of our church family who are no longer 

able to regularly attend worship or 

participate in activities due to age or 

illness.  We would like to have two people 

for each person. You'll have the chance to 

visit your adoptee every other month, to 

remember them on special days, and to 

simply let them know that they are still 

part of our family. Just call Judy Burgard 

or see the sign-up form on the bulletin 

board if you're interested.



 
 

January 5, 2025 Worship Totals 
  Worship Service …………………………………………………98 
  Online Livestream *Views……………………………………….*28/56 
 

Trinity Directory Deadline!!!  January 15, 2025 

If you wish to have your family photo included in the directory you must do one of the 

following on or before January 15, 2025. 

• Complete registration on Church Connect 

• Arrange to have you photo taken by Bob King or Mark Boyer 

• Email or Text your digital photo Bob King 

o Email: rlkingwalst@comcast.net 

o Text: 717-877-0616 

We highly recommend registration on Church Connect that offers the following benefits: 

✓ Ability to manage your individual and family profiles 

✓ Trinity Website 

✓ Real-time online directory with ability to call and email by simply clicking on a link 

✓ View and print Contribution statements 

✓ Trinity Events Calendar 

Step- by- step instructions to register on Church Connect have been previously emailed and 

are available at the Church or by contacting Bob King. 

 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING HAS BEGUN! 

The Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive is a friendly competition with other local 

congregations to support the Abbottstown/East Berlin Food Pantries.  This year’s featured 

item is Laundry Detergent!  All soup and non-perishable food items are worth one point 

and will go to New Hope Ministries.  All single-serving food items are worth one point and 

will go to Ruth’s Harvest for local school children.  Personal care items (deodorant, 

shampoo, etc) and cleaning supplies are worth five points and will be distributed where they 

are needed most.  Laundry detergent bottles are worth ten points!  Monetary donations are 

also accepted and $1=1 point. The congregation with the highest point total will take home 

the trophy for display. Congratulations to Trinity, our 2024 winner!  Start bringing in 

those donations!  

2025 Weekly Contributions

Budget vs. Actual Entering data in this section automatically populates Budget vs. Actual

Month Amount YTD 2025 %

January Budgeted Income 4,597            4,597                

January Actual Income 4,954            4,954                

Over/(Under)Budgeted Income 357                357                   7.8

Through January 8, 2025



 

 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

East Berlin, Pennsylvania 
 

Our Mission: We are a family of Christian disciples committed to making Christ 
known while loving and serving God and neighbors.   
Our Vision:  To fulfill our mission, we will:   

Worship through liturgy, music, prayer & Sacraments;  
Teach God’s Word and nurture spiritual growth;  
Serve and provide for those in need;  
Witness to others by sharing the Gospel;  
Celebrate with fellowship;   
Return with joy what God has given;  
Be active in our community and the Church. 
  

   Worship, Serve, Celebrate! 
 

                                                            
                                              

Worship:  Sunday, 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. 

 Ministers: The People of Trinity 

Office Phone: 717-259-9125 

www.trinitylutheraneb.org 

secretary@trinitylutheraneb.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 7:45am – 11:45am Friday 9am-1pm 

  
Staff 

                           Rev. Susan McCarthy, Pastor……………….…717-778-5548 

Dona Lerew, Council President ……………….610-233-6724 

Jennifer Guiher, Church Secretary ……………717-259-9125 

Karen Wire, Church Organist ………………… 717-873-4795 

Sue Clauser, Church Treasurer ………………. 717-259-0724 

 Bonnie Boyer, Prayer Chain Contact …………717-259-0879 

Siena Potts, A/V Coordinator………..…………..717-259-9125 

about:blank
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