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Let’s see who’s soup makes it over the Goal line!  

We’re planning a fun evening of food, laughs, and games!   

Bring a snack to share and a small pot of your favorite soup so that everyone can taste it. 

We’ll have some small bowls so that we can taste them all and decide which is the best. 

The winner will be crowned the “2025 Souper Bowl” champion. 
They’ll receive the coveted “Golden Ladle” well as bragging rights for the year. 

Bring along your cards and games and we’ll make an evening of it! 

(Oh yeah… The game will be on if you want to watch it.) 



I’m sitting here, all bundled up  in long 
sleeves. For those of you who know me, 
that should tell you something about 
the weather outside. It is freezing. I’m 
so grateful for the warmth of our      
furnace, offering refuge from the biting 
wind—something many people can’t 
claim this winter. It’s a stark reminder 
of the contrast between comfort and 
hardship that seems to weigh heavily 
on my mind this time of year. 

For some reason, I think about that a lot 
this time of year. I don't know whether 
it's because of all of the stuff that I get 
for Christmas and the fact that my    
closet is fuller than it used to be or 
whether it's because I'm usually just 
finishing up all of the goodies that we 
had around the house for the holidays. 
Maybe it's just because the weather 
forces me to stay inside more, so I have 
more time to think. Or it could be that 
the cold affects my brain. This time of 
year always seems to have me self   
evaluating more so than any other time 
of the year. 

Self-evaluation is a good thing. Of 
course, the biggest problem with       
self-evaluation lies in the person who's 
doing the evaluation.  I tend to see    
myself as smarter than a 5th grader, 
wiser than an owl, more cunning than a 
fox.  The problem is I don’t see  myself 
as more stubborn than a mule, proud a 
peacock, and dumb as an ox.  As I said, 
the problem with self-evaluation lies in 
the evaluator. 

So maybe I'd be better off if I asked  
other people to evaluate me. Perhaps I 
can develop a questionnaire that lets 
people tell me what they think about 
me. Or maybe I can come up with some 
kind of a scale from one to ten and they 
can tell me where my personality traits 
fall on that scale. The problem with that 
is going to be the evaluator as well. If I 
give it to some people, they will be   
ridiculously kind and highly score me. 

Other people would want to grind their 
axe and score me very low. 

So, if you want to know about yourself 
and how you’re doing, how do you find 
that out? Where do you go to get an 
honest evaluation of who you are and 
how you're doing? You won't like my 
answer, and I know that because I don't 
like my answer. The only place we can 
go to get a proper evaluation of who we 
are and how we're doing is to read 
scripture. 

If we want to check ourselves before 
we go out the door in the morning and 
see how we look, we stop and look in 
the mirror. It's no different for our   
spiritual lives. If we want to see how we 
are, we need to look in the mirror of 
scripture.  Remember what James says?  
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You 
must do what it says. Otherwise, you 
are only fooling yourselves. For if you 
listen to the word and don’t obey, it is 
like glancing at your face in a mirror. 
You see yourself, walk away, and forget 
what you look like. But if you look      
carefully into the perfect law that sets 
you free, and if you do what it says and 
don’t forget what you heard, then God 
will bless you for doing it.” 

“If you claim to be religious but don’t 
control your tongue, you are fooling 
yourself, and your religion is worthless. 
Pure and genuine religion in the sight of 
God the Father means caring for        
orphans and widows in their distress 
and refusing to let the world corrupt 
you.” 

I can’t even make it through this        
passage, look into this one mirror that 
James holds up, and say I'm doing OK. 
Can I be honest? Reading that passage 
in James hits hard. Controlling my 
tongue? That’s a tough one. And       
allowing the world to shape my values? 
I so wish I could say that not true. 

In the past few weeks, we've talked a 
lot about the two commandments that 
Jesus gave us: love God and love others. 
So, if we're going to be honest with     
ourselves, how are we doing with that?  

Like I said at the beginning of this      
article, this time of year, my closet is 
overfull. And yet, I know there are     
people who need clothing. So, if I'm 
going to love others, how does that 
affect my overfull closet? My                      
refrigerator and freezer are full, too. 
Does loving God and loving others 
affect how full my freezer is? 

Maybe this self-evaluation thing isn't as 
tricky as I want to make it out to be. 
Perhaps I don't want to know how I'm 
doing because I'm ashamed of where 
I'm at. But that's the good news of the 
gospel: It's not about what I can do, but 
it’s all about what Jesus has already 
done.  You can’t earn grace; that’s why 
it’s called a gift. 

The cold wind still howls outside, but as 
I sit here with these thoughts swirling in 
my mind, I feel a flicker of hope. Yes, I 
still need to go home and clean out my 
closet. I hope the free store is ready for 
some large men's clothing. As for the 
freezer, Lisa and I will have to eat 
through what we have, and maybe that 
will free up some funds to help       
someone else who doesn't have. 

And as for what James says, ”looking 
into the mirror and forgetting what I 
look like,” I think I will be OK there, too. 
Not because I've got this Christianity 
thing down cold. Not because I'm living 
this perfect life and never making      
mistakes. You all know better than that. 
But I'm going to be OK because of Jesus. 
Because he loves me, and if I let him, he 
won't leave me where I am. I will come 
out on the other side, and maybe even 
by next February, a more dedicated  
Jesus-follower than I am today. And you 
know what? You can be, too. 



F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 2
0

2
5

 
S

u
n

 
M

o
n

 
T

u
e

 
W

e
d

 
T

h
u

 
F

r
i 

S
a

t 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 

2
 

10
:3

0 
am

 
W

or
sh

ip
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

10
:3

0 
am

 
W

or
sh

ip
 

5:
30

 p
m

  
S

ou
pe

r 
B

ow
l 

  
G

in
ny

 P
ip

pi
n 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

14
 

V
al

en
tin

e’
s 

D
ay

 

15
 

16
 

10
:3

0 
am

 
W

or
sh

ip
 

17
 

P
re

si
de

nt
’s

 D
ay

 

18
 

19
 

2
0

 
2
1  

   Je
ff

 &
 C

he
ry

l S
uf

fe
l 

2
2

 

2
3

 
10

:3
0 

am
 

W
or

sh
ip

 

2
4

 
2
5

 
2
6

 
2
7

 
2
8

 
 



Contact us at: 

Email:  info@edgerton.church 

Phone:  419-298-3133 

Website:  www.edgerton.church 

 
Minister:  Jeff Lyon 

Email:  minister@edgerton.church 

Pray For Our Church 

Outreach to the community Priority of Prayer 

Spiritual and numerical growth Wisdom to move forward 

By the Numbers - December, 2024 

Savings $7,126.47  Income $9,452.00 

Checking $30,095.00  Expenses $7,006.05 

Ladies $630.66  Net Income $2,445.95 

Songs of the Heart is an evening dedicated to the timeless hymns and cherished melodies that have shaped our faith and 
uplifted our spirits through the years. Together, we will sing, reflect, and rejoice in the beauty of worship, celebrating the 
music that has touched our hearts and connected us to God and each other.  

Join us as we celebrate  
Ben & Angela’s upcoming wedding! 

We’ll have our Family Dinner following the     

service on March, 23, but then, we’ll “shower” 

the couple with our best wishes.   

Gifts are welcome but not expected! 

Join us in wishing Ben and Angela all the best 

as they begin this new chapter in the story of 

their lives together! 


